











EEDESTINATION:SHEN ZH EN I

Shenzhen Blossoms as a Meeting Favorite

By Tonia Cook-Kimbrough

Lichee Park

henzhen has emerged in the last few
Syeors as a meetings and incentive

favorite. A far cry from its roots as a
sleepy fishing village bordering Hong Kong,

the city is now home to 4.5 million residents.
The estuary has evolved through careful

skyscrapers and ultra-modern architectural
landmarks. Business is booming in all sectors.
The Chinese have dubbed Shenzhen the
country’s “shopping heaven,” with elegant
malls such as Coco Park, MixC and Kingglory

offering all the famous brands from Europe,

e

planning and investment into an entertainment
and retail hub, complete with major chain
hotels, luxury shopping and firstrate dining
options.

The downtown horizon itself is spectacular
— Shenzhen is home to the world’s ninth-
tallest building, the Shun Hing Square
(Diwang Building), as well as numerous other

+) Fast Facts

¢ Language: Mandarin

¢ Currency: Renminbi (RMB) is the currency of
China. The popular unit of RMB is yuan.

e Transportation: Shenzhen Bao’an Airport
offers domestic and international flights.
Shenzhen also has train and bus connections
to Hong Kong.

e Entry Requirements: A visa should
be obtained from a Chinese embassy or
consulate before arriving anywhere in China.

e Climate: Plan for a coastal climate. Shenzhen
has an average temperature of 22° Celsius/72°
Fahrenheit throughout the year.
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For those with an inferest in
history and culture, try Dapeng
Fortress in the Longgang District of
Shenzhen, originally constructed in
1394 to fight against the invasion
of Japanese pirates. Covering a
total area of 110,000 sqm/1.2
million sqft, it is currently the only
key historical and cultural site
under the protection of People’s
Republic of China - an ideal place
to get acquainted with the history
and ancient relics of the Qing Dynasty.

If beauty and harmony are on your group’s
agenda, then plan a visit to Xiangmi Lake and
Xili Lake, both resplendent with birds, flowers
and aquatic attractions. And the silver-colored
sand of Xiaomeisha beach will satisfy those
who prefer to unwind from a day of meetings
on at the shoreline.

For more athletic pursuits, 12 golf courses
are located in and around Shenzhen. Mission
Hills Golf Club is one of the top Chinese
courses, and the Mission Hills Resort, situated
in the heart of the grounds, houses 315
guestrooms, each with a balcony overlooking
the course. The five-star facility received the
China Hotel Golden Pillow Award for being
the best business holiday resort. Other golfing
options include Shenzhen Golf Club, Shenzhen
Noble Merchant Golf Club and Shenzhen
Shahe Golf Club.

Other accommodations of note: The
InterContinental Shenzhen is an eight-story
property with two wings featuring 549
guestrooms and suites, eight restaurants
and bars, a pillarless grand ballroom and
eight event rooms. It is the city's first luxury
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business hotel, and features four meeting
rooms with 1,883 sqm/20,268 sqft of
meeting space that will accommodate
groups of up to 1,200 theatre-style. A fine
choice for special reward programs is the
Shangri-la Hotel. This property is located in
the heart of the city, offering fine dining and
comprehensive business/event venues. The
Pavilion Hotel Shenzhen — a five-star “green”
business hotel — is another option, with its
Dolphin Sauna Center offering treatments
based on traditional Chinese techniques for
wellness. 1&MI

The Sheraton Shenzhen Futian Hotel
has opened in the very center of Shenzhen.
More than 5,000 sqm/53,819 sqft of
function space is available, including a state-
ofthe-art business center, grand ballroom, 23
individual function rooms and 4 VIP rooms.
....Shenzhen’s “future gateway” to the sea, the
new Taizi Bay Mother Port, is expected

to be in use by 2011. The project highlights
the city’s focus on developing its cruise line
and yacht travel industry. The port and related
facilities will be built over five years, intended
as a strategic connection between Shenzen
and Hong Kong.... Shenzhen was recently
selected as the most livable city in China
at the China City Forum. The city ranked third
in competitiveness, following Beijing and
Shanghai, according to rankings released by
the Beijing International Institute for Urban
Development.

For more information on these suppliers,
visit www.i-mi.com

¢ |nterContinental Shenzhen

e Sheraton Dameisha Resort

e Sheraton Shenzhen Futian Hotel




YOUR

PERFECT EVENTS
IN SHENZHEN.

Welcome to China’s first luxury hotel inspired by fascinating themes of Spain and a city of innovations. Let us motivate

vour events with meticulous preparation, seek inner calm with Agqua Tai-Chi on your spouse program, and passionately
embrace the Flamenco at vour social parties. ..

Do you live an InterContinental life’?
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CCH — Congress Center Hamburg

Experience the future

* 10,000 sg.m. of exhibition space plus
additional seating for a total of 12,500 persons
* New multifunctional exhibition hall
» Spectator events for up to 6,000 persons
* Prize-winning, state-of-the-art audio and event technology
* Optimal city-centre location adjoining trade fair grounds
* ICE high-speed train station Hamburg-Dammtor on the doorstep

Happy to serve you!

Phone +49 40 3569-2241 N CCH:-Congress
info@cch.de - www.cch.de Center Hamburg




