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Often cited as the birthplace of European civilization,
Greece offers a heady mix of ancient
archaeological sites, chic design hotels, rustic
tavernas, family-orientated seaside resorts and
hedonistic dance clubs. Ancient Greece reached its
zenith in the fifth century BC when Athens became the
cultural and artistic centre of the Mediterranean,
producing magnificent works of architecture,
sculpture, drama and literature. There is no denying
that the historical and cultural heritage of Greece
continues to resonate throughout the modern Western
world - in its literature, art, philosophy and politics. In
fact, many travelers come here specifically to explore
Greece’s ancient wonders, from Athens’ Parthenon and
Delphi’s Temple of Apollo, to the ruins of the Mindan
city of Knossos on Crete. Scattered throughout the
calm blue waters of the Aegean and the lonian are
Greece's 1,400 islands - each with its own special
story. The serenity of islands like Kefalonia and
Amorgos contrasts with the hedonistic party islands
such as Mykonos and Paros. Those interested in
architecture should visit the medieval fortified towns of
Rhodes and Corfu (both UNESCO World Heritage sites),
and the whitewashed cubic houses of Thira and Oia on
Santorini, typical of the Cyclades. Sports enthusiasts
will relish the Greek islands for their endless
opportunities for scuba diving and sailing (there’s no
better way to explore the islands than aboard a
chartered yacht), while keen hikers and mountain
bikers can test their stamina in the rugged mountains
of the country’s largest island, Crete.

General Information

Area: 131,957 sq km (50,949 sq miles)

Population: 11.2 million (2007)

Capital: Athens

Geography: Greece is situated in southeast Europe on
the Mediterranean. The mainland consists of the
following regions: Central Greece, Peloponnese,
Thessaly (east/central), Epirus (west), Macedonia
(north/northwest) and Thrace (northwest). The
Peloponnese peninsula is separated from the northern
mainland by the Isthmus of Corinth. The islands
account for one-fifth of the land area of the country. The
majority are thickly clustered in the Aegean between
the Greek and Turkish coasts. The lonian Islands are the
exception; they are scattered along the west coast in
the lonian Sea. The Aegean archipelago includes the
Dodecanese, lying off the Turkish coast, of which
Rhodes is the best known; the Northeast Aegean group,
including Lemnos, Lesbos, Chios, Samos and Ikaria; the
Sporades, off the central mainland; and the Cyclades,
39 islands of which only 24 are inhabited. Crete, the
largest island, is not included in any formal grouping.
Language: Greek (Ellenika). Most people connected
with tourism will speak at least some English,
German, Italian or French.

Time: GMT + 2 (GMT + 3 from last Sunday in March to
last Sunday in October).

Electricity: 220 volts AC, 50Hz. Round 2-pin plugs
are used.

Money

Currency: EURO
Credit Cards: Diners Club, VISA, American Express,
MasterCard and other major credit cards are
widely accepted.

Traveler’s Checks: All major currencies are widely
accepted and can be exchanged easily at banks.
Generally, banks in Greece charge a flat commission
rate of €6.00 for the cashing of traveler's checks.
To avoid additional exchange rate charges, travelers
are advised to take traveler’s checks in Euros, Pounds
Sterling or US Dollars.

Banking Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:00AM-2:30PM,
Fri 8:00AM-2:00PM Many banks on larger islands stay
open in the afternoon and some during the evening,
particularly in tourist season.

Public Holidays

Apr 17 Orthodox Good Friday
Apr 20 Orthodox Easter Monday
May 1 Labor Day

Jun 8 Orthodox Whit Monday
Aug 15 Assumption

Oct 28 Ochi Day

Dec 25 Christmas Day

Dec 26 Boxing Day

Jan 1 New Year’s Day

Jan 6 Epiphany

Feb 15 Orthodox Shrove Monday
Mar 25 Independence Day

International Travel

Air: Greece’s national airline is Olympic Airways (OA)
(www.olympic-airways.com).

Approximate flight times

London to Athens is 4 hours

New York to Athens is 13 hours

Los Angeles to Athens is 15 hours 35 minutes
International Airports

Athens (ATH) (Elfetherios Veniselos) is 33 km/23 miles
northeast of the city. There is a six-lane motorway
linking the two, and regular airport buses running
24 hours from the center and the port of Piraeus.
Thessaloniki (SKG) (Micra) is 16 km/10 miles from the
city. Regular coach and taxi services are available.
Corfu (CFU) (Kerkira) is 3 km/2 miles from the city.
Regular coach, taxi and local bus services are available.
Rhodes (RHO) (Paradisi) is 16 km/10 miles from the
city. Coach and taxi services are available.

Social & Business Customs

Food Restaurant and tavern food tends to be very
simple, rarely involving sauces but with full use of
local olive oil and charcoal grills. Dishes like Dolmades
(stuffed vine leaves), Moussaka, Kebabs and
Avgolemono (soup) can be found everywhere.
Taramosalata and a variety of seafood dishes
especially squid (Kalamari) or octopus are excellent.
Salads are made with the local cheese (Feta) and
fresh olive oil. Olives are plentiful.

Drink One of the best-known Greek drinks is Retsina
wine, made with pine-needle resin. Local spirits
include Ouzo, an aniseed-based clear spirit to which
water is added. Local brandy is sharp and fiery. Greek
coffee is served thick and strong.

Nightlife This is centered in main towns and resorts
with concerts and discotheques. Nightclubs featuring
Greek Bouzouki music are extremely popular. There
are some casinos available.

300km

¥ —_—
S 150mis
O international airport

ROMANIA
Danus,,

BULGARIA

;

SERBIA

« ® Mikonos

0 gNaxos o
&£ Coso
a

P

SEA

Kithira®)

. s
SEA OF CRETE %om

Chanea  poraklion  (\Karpathos
Crete

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

Shopping Special purchases include lace, jewelry,
metalwork, pottery, garments and knitwear, furs, rugs,
leather goods, local wines and spirits. Athens is the
center for luxury goods and local handicrafts. The flea
markets in Monastiraki and Plaka below the Acropolis
are all crowded in high season. Regional specialties
include silver from loannina, ceramics from Sifnos and
Skopelos, embroidery from Skiros, Crete, Rhodes and
the lonian Islands, fur from Kastoria, alabaster from
Crete and flokati rugs from the Epirus region. Note:
There is a temptation to buy fake antiques especially
archaeological items. It is in fact illegal to export any
item of real antiquity.

Shopping Hours These vary according to the season,
location and type of shop but roughly 8AM-2:30PM
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday; 8AM-2PM and
5:30PM-8:30PM Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
Social Visitors to Greece will find the Greeks to be
well aware of a strong historical and cultural heritage.
Traditions and customs differ throughout Greece but
overall a strong sense of unity prevails. The Greek
Orthodox Church has a strong traditional influence on
the Greek way of life especially in more rural areas.
The throwing back of the head is a negative gesture.
Dress is generally casual.

Tipping 12-15% is usual.

Business Formal suits are expected. French,
German and English are often spoken. Office hours:
Mon-Fri 9:00AM-5:00PM.

Climate

Greece has a warm Mediterranean climate. In
summer, stiff breezes especially in the north and
coastal areas often relieve dry hot days. Athens can be
stiflingly hot so visitors should allow time to
acclimatize. The evenings are cool. Winters are mild in
the south but much colder in the north. November to
March is the rainy season.
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